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called Chandrasekhara is taken from its shrine, as a
substitute for Bhuvaneshwara, placed on a car with
much pomp, and taken to a tank which has the power
to wash away sin ; after the bath it is dressed in new
clothes, and brought back amidst a crowd sometimes
numbering as many as ten thousand people.

Pravaranotsava is held when the cold season is
considered to have fairly set in. The flat stone forming
the base of the image has warm clothes placed upon
it; from Its shapeless form it cannot be properly
robed.

Pushy a Jatra. On this occasion 108 pitchers of water
brought from the Vindu Sagara Lake are poured over
the image, after which it is dressed in new clothes,
presented with a garland of mustard flowers, and regaled
with music and singing.

Markara. This is held on the day when the sun com-
mences his return to the north. On this occasion, too,
108 pitchers of water are thrown over the idol, and offer-
ings of new rice, fruits, etc., are made. This is a sort of
harvest festival.

Mdgha Saptami, i.e. the seventh day of the new moon
in the month of Magh. The image mentioned before as
Siva's substitute is taken to a temple of Bhaskareshwara
(Lord of the Sun), a mile distant, adorned with new
clothes, feasted and worshipped. The linga is not
carried about, because it is too heavy to move, and it is
also taught that when once fixed in its place it is a sin
to move it. Hence many are left amid ruined temples.

Sivaratri, or the night of Siva. The origin of this
festival is given in the following legend : A fowler having
lost his way, took refuge in a bel-tree, and his tears
falling on a decayed leaf, carried it to a linga that
happened to be near. The deity was delighted with